54                    KING CHARLES I
It was universally acknowledged that after the death of Buckingham his married life was profoundly happy and that his love for Henrietta Maria became the one great outlet of all his emotions, or, as Clarendon says, "of a very extraordinary alloy ; a composition of conscience, and love and generosity and gratitude and all those noble affections which raise the passion to the greatest height." To add to his devotion, Henrietta, after three years of marriage, became pregnant. She was only eighteen, but already her childlessness had caused some anxiety in England, except among the Puritans, who hoped that the crown would pass to one of the Galvinist Elector Palatine's sons, rather than to the child of a Popish woman. Their hopes were raised in 1629 when the Queen prematurely gave birth to a son who only lived a few hours, but a year later, on May 29, 1630, a big, healthy, ugly boy was born and the continuance of the Stuart line seemed assured. During the next ten years, Charles's dynastic stability was emphasised by the birth of six more children, four of whom survived infancy : Mary, afterwards Princess of Orange ; James, Duke of York ; Elizabeth ; and Henry, Duke of Gloucester.
There is little doubt that Henrietta returned her husband's love, but she probably held a less exalted opinion of his capabilities and character than he of hers. As a pious Catholic, she thought his religious beliefs ridiculous, while, as the daughter of Henry of Navarre, she must have considered his tenacity over matters of conscience unpractical to a dangerous degree.
She looked upon herself as a sensible woman of